
Changing Patterns
In England and Wales there is now a 1 in 3 chance of a new 

monthly rainfall record in at least one region each winter







Nature-Based 
Solutions can 
help!
- Complements and supports 

traditional flood risk 
reduction

- Multiple benefits

- Often low cost

- Can be used from Household 
Scale to Landscape Scale
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Triple C in Somerset has been working as part of the wider Hills to Levels project to 

slow the flow and reduce flooding and soil erosion.

FWAG SouthWest have worked with farmers, landowners and local stakeholders 

to provide:
• 1:1 advice

• Demonstrations

• Focus Groups

• Capital grants for Natural Flood Management (NFM) 

including water retention and erosion control measures

• Monitoring of NFM measures

• Modelling the benefits of NFM measures delivered

This has used match funding from the Somerset Rivers 

Authority.



Over the past 5 years, as part of the Triple C 

project FWAG SW have delivered:

• Over 550 farm visits 

• 83 water retention measures

• 27 erosion control measures

• 49 soil husbandry visits

• 8 demonstration and trial sites 

with monitoring

• 4 water retention sites 

monitored

• 15 events and workshops



Results:

• 40,000m3 of runoff reduction, and 50% reduction in flood risk at local 

flooding ‘hotspots’ in the catchment.

• €2.1M (£1.81M) cost savings compared to cost of traditional adaption 

measures. 

• €0.44M cost savings due to reduced need for dredging of River Parrett

• 174 households with enhanced 

• 30% of catchment with improved adaptation capacity 

• A 30% reduction in soil erosion over 16,020 ha - based on reducing soil 

erosion incidents or occurrences by 30% on 150 farms of average size 

100ha

• €0.417M (£360,000) will be saved on cleaning roads, jetting culverts, 

cleaning highway ditches and road sweeping over 4 years



Additional achievements: 

Through the Hills to Levels project, Triple C in 

Somerset has received national recognition:

• Included as a case study of Working with National 

Processes and Natural Flood Management in the 

UK Government 25 Year Environment Plan in 

2018

• Winner of the UK Rivers Prize in 2018

• Volunteer Flood Warden working with the project 

was recognised as a River Champion in 2019

• Presented at the 2020 Rivers Conference

• Project film winner of the Interreg 2 Seas film 

award



It has also helped in the 
development of other projects in the 
South-West to continue the legacy 
of the Triple C work, including 
projects to reduce flood risk and 
erosion in the Stour Headwaters, 
Somerset Frome and Brue 
catchments. 

https://www.fwagsw.org.uk/natural-flood-management-videos



• 13 partners in 4 countries
• 2019-2023
• Co-Adapt has received €7 million from the 

Interreg 2 Seas programme and is part 
funded by the European Regional 
Development Fund

• SCC lead partner
• 3 projects in Somerset:

• Porlock Vale Streams (Nat Trust)
• Adapting the Levels (SCC, SWT, FWAG)
• Connecting the Culm (BHAONB)

Co-Adapt
Climate Adaptation through 

co-creation



Adapting the 
Levels

• ‘Climate Adaptation through Co-
Creation’

• 12 partners in 4 countries – SCC 
lead partner

• Co-Adapt has received €7 million 
from the Interreg 2 Seas 
programme 

• 40% of Adapting the Levels 
funded by Somerset Rivers 
Authority

• FWAG, Somerset Wildlife Trust 
and SCC partners on Adapting 
the Levels



Partnership working

Online work
• Report drawing together 

opinion and findings from 
public events

• Mobile app – Somerset 
Trails

• Online Adaptation 
Pathways tool

• Online workshops



Community 
Work

• School visits –
workshops with 
interactive tools

• Engagement Team 
instrumental in 
setting up Langport 
and Huish Episcopi
Flood Group

• Work with existing 
flood groups such as 
Martock and West 
Somerset Flood Group

• Always looking for 
innovative ways to 
engage on flooding



Riverlands

Porlock Vale Streams
River Aller floodplain reconnection 



• River restoration 

• Creating space for water

• From drainage to habitat

• Working with agriculture  - not farming vs wildlife

• Resilient river catchments

• (a bit) messier 
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Where?



Where?

River Aller 



• Climate emergency – extreme weather

• Habitat loss – 90% of wetlands since Roman era

• Biodiversity crisis – nature in crisis

• Farming – economic, policy/funding, environmental

• West Somerset –social deprivation

Why?
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• 25 – year environment plan. ‘deliver cleaner air and water in our 
cities and rural landscapes, protect threatened species and provide 
richer wildlife habitats. It calls for an approach to agriculture, 
forestry, land use and fishing that puts the environment first’. 

• Somerset’s Climate Emergency Strategy. Reduce carbon emissions 
in the county and make Somerset a county resilient to the 
inevitable effects of Climate Change. 

• Exmoor NP Nature Recovery Vision. Exmoor’s farmers, land 
managers, conservationists, communities and public bodies will 
work together to deliver ‘a Nature-rich Exmoor National Park’ which 
is great for wildlife and great for people. 

• EA2025 - by 2025 air will be cleaner and healthier, rivers, lakes, 
groundwater and coasts will have better water quality and will be 
better places for people and wildlife, nature and land will be better 
protected and enhanced

• National Trust - Healthy rivers and catchments, rich in wildlife, 
enjoyed and cared for by all. 
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• Protecting communities and infrastructure from 
extreme weather

• Restoring natural process – immediately and 
profoundly 

• Landscape rich in wildlife

• Cleaner water & Healthier soil

• Tourism 

• Evidence – nature based solutions

Why?
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• Taking land out of production

• Re-wilding 

• Flooding upstream 

• Flooding downstream

• Working outside our remit

• Working in isolation 

what we are 
not doing


